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Historically, most adult education for Native Americans was tied to
the goal of assimilation and was aimed toward individual economic
improvement. In the 1950s, for example, programs designed to improve adult English literacy and provide adult vocational training
were introduced (Szasz 1999). In recent years, adult education for
Native Americans has reflected broader goals and has been concerned with playing a role in preserving native language and culture
rather than encouraging assimilation (e.g., Lockard 1999; Schultz
and Kroeger 1996; Still Smoking 1999).
Several trends appear in the literature related to adult education for
Native Americans. How adult education theories and methods such
as transformative learning, the use of narrative, and self-directed
learning apply in Native American adult education is one trend
(Atleo and James 2000; Beck 2000; Garrett 1996; Luna and Cullen
1997). Another trend relates to identifying and acknowledging learning styles of Native American adults (Aragon 1998; Guerrero 1999).
Approaches to conducting research with Native Americans in their
communities is a third trend (Castleden and Kurszewski 2000; Day,
Blue, and Raymond 1998). A fourth trend is identifying strategies
for helping Native American adults achieve success in postsecondary and higher education (Aragon 2000; Guerrero 1999; St. Pierre
1998; Yurkovich 2001).
The diffuse nature of the literature on adult education for Native
Americans is a serious issue. It is true that a number of sources are
available, but the literature base itself lacks depth. No strands of
research and theory building can be detected: the literature does
not seem to build on itself. The topics of race and culture have
received attention in the literature of adult education during the
past decade. It appears, however, that Native Americans have not
yet received the attention that other groups, such as African Americans, have. Before the field of adult education can serve Native
Americans adequately, this deficiency must be addressed.
Resources
Aragon, S. R. “A Conceptual Framework of Learning for Native
American Adult Learners.” In Academy of Human Resource
Development Conference Proceedings, Oak Brook, Illinois,
March 4-8, 1998, edited by R. J. Torraco. (ED 428 252)
A framework for designing, developing, and implementing formal
educational experiences for Native American adult learners is proposed. The framework is based on an assessment of Native American adult learning styles from community college and university settings representing tribes from across the United States and Canada.
Aragon, S. R., ed. Beyond Access: Methods and Models for Increasing Retention and Learning Among Minority Students. New
Directions for Community Colleges no. 112. San Francisco, CA:
Jossey-Bass, Winter 2000. (ED 449 837)
Alternative models, approaches, and perspectives to consider in
working with ethnic minority students are offered in this volume.
Among issues addressed are assessment, career and educational goals,
learning enhancement, success courses, mentoring programs, educational technology, and the integration of nonminority instructors
into the minority environment.
Atleo, M. R., and James, A. “Oral Tradition—A Literacy for Lifelong Learning: Native American Approaches to Justice and
Wellness Education.” In AERC 2000: An International Conference. Proceedings of the 41st Annual Adult Education Research
Conference, British Columbia, June 2-4, 2000, edited by T. J.
Sork, V-L. Chapman, and R. St. Clair, pp. 535-536. Vancouver:

2001

University of British Columbia, 2000. www.edst.educ.ubc.ca/aerc/
2000/atleom&jamesa-web.htm
Native American oral tradition provides a literacy for lifelong learning that promotes perspective transformation. This approach is particularly suited to justice and wellness education because participants engage multiple ways of being and knowing. Oral traditions
can be understood in the context of transformative learning that
has implications for adult education.
Beck, D. R. M. “Native American Education in Chicago: Teach
Them Truth.” Education and Urban Society 32, no. 2 (February
2000): 237-255.
Following an overview of the historical development of the Chicago
Native American community, the origins of the Native American
Educational Services (NAES) College in Chicago are described.
Discusses how adult education with its focus on transformation and
consciousness raising has had an impact on the way education is
viewed at NAES College.
Castleden, H., and Kurszewski, D. “Re/searchers as Co-learners: Life
Narratives on Collaborative Re/search in Aboriginal Communities.” In AERC 2000: An International Conference. Proceedings of the 41st Annual Adult Education Research Conference,
Vancouver, British Columbia, June 2-4, 2000, edited by T. J.
Sork, V-L. Chapman, and R. St. Clair, pp. 71-45. Vancouver:
University of British Columbia, 2000. www.edst.educ.ubc.ca/aerc/
2000/castledenhk1-web.htm
Ethical and cultural issues related to adult educators conducting
research in Aboriginal communities are explored based on the authors’ experiences. Researchers need to be viewed as co-learners
rather than as experts.
Day, P. A.; Blue, E. T.; and Raymond, M. P. “Conducting Research
with an Urban American Indian Community: A Collaborative
Approach.” Journal of American Indian Education 37, no. 2
(Winter 1998): 21-33.
The effects of needs assessment or larger system change efforts on
Native American communities have not been well documented.
This article outlines a research project undertaken in one urban
Native American community, documenting specific communitybased strategies employed by a research team composed primarily of
Native Americans conducting a needs assessment.
Elliott, G. A., and Iron Cloud Miller, A. “The United States Supreme Court vs. American Indian Self-Determination: A Case
Study of Resistance and Social Action.” In 37th Annual Adult
Education Research Conference Proceedings, Tampa, Florida,
May 16-19, 1996, compiled by H. Reno, and M. Witte. (ED
419 087)
Adults engaged in active resistance can effect a recharacterization
of recorded histories that define social and political relationships
across generations. The relationship between social action and
recharacterization of the events in the historical context of the Native
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This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under Contract No. ED-99-CO-0013. The content of this
publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department
of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. Trends and Issues Alerts may be
freely reproduced and are available at http://ericacve.org/fulltext.asp.

Native Americans: how adult education theories and methods such. use of narrative, styles of Native American adults; research. and
identifying strategies for helping Native. and higher education. The diffuse nature of the literature on.Â Adult Education for Native
Americans. Susan Imel. U. S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) This
document has. reproduced as Minor changes have been made to. Poinis of view or opinions stated in this document do not necessarily
represent official OERI position or policy. ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult, Career, and Vocational Education Center on Education and
Training for Employment College of Education. The Ohio State University. 1900 Kenny Road.

