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Afghans carry a picture of Massood in Kabul, Afghanistan. Kamran Jebreili/AP Images. Share.Â Al-Qaeda operatives hijack four
commercial airliners, crashing them into the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, DC. A fourth plane
crashes in a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.Â Afghan and UN investigations find that errant fire from a U.S. gunship killed dozens of
Afghan civilians in the Shindand District of western Herat Province, drawing condemnation from President Hamid Karzai and bolstering
Taliban claims that coalition forces are unable to protect the population. U.S. military officials dispute the death toll in this incident as well
as claims that a separate incident in Farah Province left as many as 140 civilians dead. The Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) is a
non-profit, independent policy research organisation. It aims to bring together the knowledge, experience and drive of a large number of
experts to better inform policy and to increase the understanding of Afghan realities. It is driven by engagement and curiosity and is
committed to producing independent, high quality and research-based analysis on developments in Afghanistan. The institutional
structure of AAN includes a core team of analysts and a network of contributors with expertise in the fields of Afghan politics,
governance, rule of law, sec Overview: Historic Patterns of Afghan Authority. and Politics. Afghanistanâ€™s governing structure has
historically consisted of a weak central government unwilling or unable to enforce significant financial or administrative mandates on all
of Afghanistanâ€™s diverse ethnic communities or on the 80% of Afghans who live in rural areas. Ethnic and rural communities, many
of which are divided by mountains and wide expanses, have often looked to local faction leaders for their governance.Â Tajiks, who
speak Dari, are the second-most numerous and second-most powerful community in Afghanistan.

